THE    ROSE    AND    THE    RING

of Crim Tartary, and restore her to her royal throne:
in default of which, I, Giglio, proclaim the said
Padella sneak, traitor, humbug, usurper, and coward.
I challenge him to meet me, with fists or with
pistols, with battle-axe or sword, with blunderbuss
or singlestick, alone or at the head of his army, on foot
or on horseback; and will prove my words upon his
wicked ugly body!' *

"God save the King!" said Captain Hedzoff,
executing a demivolte, two semilunes, and three
caracols.

"Is that all?" said Padella, with the terrific calm
of concentrated fury.

"That, sir, is all my royal master's message. Here
is his Majesty's letter in autograph, and here is his
glove, and if any gentleman of Crim Tartary chooses
to find fault with his Majesty's expressions, I,
Tuffskin Hedzoff, Captain of the Guard, am very much
at his service," and he "waved his lance, and looked
at the assembly all round.

"And what says my good brother of Paflagonia, my
dear son's father-in-law, to this rubbish?" asked the
King.

"The KingV uncle hath been deprived of the crown
he unjustly wore," said Hedzoff gravely. "He and
his ex-minister, Glumboso, are now in prison waiting
the sentence of my royal master. After the battle
of Bombardaro------"

"Of what?" asked the surprised Padella.
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